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Gratitude! 
 

Vinaka vakalevu. Fãiåk se’ea. Fa’afetai tele lava. Tangiu tumas.  

Tenkyu tumas. Fakafetai lasi. Ko rab’a Ko bati n rab’a. Mauru’ uru. 

Fakaue lahi. Fakafetai lahi lele… and many, many more ‘thank yous’ 

across Oceania & beyond. 

 

Bula from Suva!  
 

We have so much to give God the glory for at PTCEE. We give thanks to 

each and every person – too many to name - who chooses to study with 

PTCEE, offers wisdom to the programme, prays for the work and kindly 

makes themselves available for Advisory Committee, assignment marking, 

mentoring, encouraging our learners, course writing and development, plus 

the Project PTCEE work which has begun and will be described later in this 

CONCH SHELL.  

 

Relationality, as we’re so often reminded, is key to Pacific life and PTCEE hugely 

values all these examples of interconnectedness. Theological education via 

distance delivery is not a separatist movement and we firmly resist and challenge 

those who stereotype it as such. Particular thanks go to Fareen Nisha, PTCEE’s 

Administrator, for quality work delivered cheerfully and faithfully, day by day, far 

beyond the call of duty, and Nitesh Raj who manages learning systems for PTCEE 

Online. Most of all thank YOU if you’ve been studying. To us you will always be 

much more than a statistic. But for the record, here they are… 

 

Nisha and Raj  

   
 

 

 

 

 2014 2015 2016 2017  TOTAL 

Courses sent out 59 48 53 54 214 

Assignments passed 143 100 101 107 451 

Courses completed 32 29 23 33 117 

New enrolments 49 
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Completing the marathon! 
 

Will my studies ever finish? This can be the heartfelt 

cry of PTCEE students as they work steadily but 

surely, often with access to far fewer resources than 

those at a residential school. It seems like a 

marathon. Will we ever get to the finishing tape? 

Yes, if there’s sufficient commitment, and we 

encourage you to take inspiration from a sister and 

two brothers who were able to attend the PTC Suva 

graduation last November: Vikatoria Nabuka 

(Methodist Church Fiji), Kafi Manao (Ekalesia 

Kelisiano Tuvalu) and Mostyn Manetvua (Anglican 

Church of Melanesia, Solomon Islands). Brother Mostyn gives some of his reflections on PTCEE studies here, 

interviewed by Director Val 

 

V: Mostyn it’s a joy to meet you and congratulations on finishing the final hurdle for the Certificate. Tell me a bit 

about yourself and your family please? 

 

M: Well, I’m a married man and my wife is Annie. We have four children: Ellison Manebosa, Grace Seripa, Wilfred 

Lewa and Mason Sukulu. 

 

V: Your children’s indigenous names come after their Christian names? 

 

M: We prefer to use our baptismal names. 

 

V: Where’s your Parish? 

 

M: I’m a Catechist at Christ the King, Komulonga, Diocese of Guadacanal. My father was the Catechist before me 

and ten households came together to build the Christ the King church. It’s about 2 hours away from Honiara and 

the Parish is actually called Thathibokoighobu meaning ‘the one in the middle’. 

 

V: What’s your ministry as a Catechist? 

 

M: I say morning and evening prayer, assist the Priest and preach, but most of all it is to make sure our people are 

reminded of the Word of God every day.  

 

V: You say, ‘reminded of the Word of God…’  So, what is it in your opinion that people need to be reminded of 

particularly? 

 

M: We need to remind them not to do things that spoil themselves: using marijuana, smoking, mixing home brew… 

 

V: …but some people say that’s just what the missionaries imposed: making things that would have been OK in the 

community forbidden and that people have been indoctrinated in an unhelpful way… 

 

M: …oh but I have seen things: these things that destroy the brain and destroy families. Houses have been burnt 

down because of these things, and what we call abuse takes place too much. It is necessary to remind people all 

the time, ‘Don’t spoil yourselves. Live in a good way – God’s way’. We know what we know. 

 

V: Is it OK to ask how you make ends meet? Are you and the family farming? 

 

M: Yes, we grow cabbage, beans and paw paw among other things. We grow crops for our food. Sometimes I find 

transport and bring produce to market and if it’s a good day we might gain SBD 500. 

 

V: Now that’s interesting for us to hear because of wanting to keep PTCEE courses affordable. We’re always trying 

to survey students and make reasonable decisions about cost. What do you think? 

 



M: Well, it’s not easy, but we can manage if we are committed… and if there are some sponsored courses, that 

really helps us… 

 

V: …yes, we offer every fourth course free, when someone has completed three successfully. So it’s not individual 

sponsorship, but a helping hand to everyone who’s committed. 

 

M: Yes, if we are committed God helps us. That is true. 

 

V: Mostyn, I also would love to ask you to speak – from your heart – about whether PTCEE courses are really of 

practical use to you as a Catechist in the rural Solomon Islands. 

 

M: Well, what I can say is that before doing PTCEE I didn’t know how to talk to people in the right way about the 

faith and I didn’t have confidence to preach. The courses have really helped to give me that confidence in the 

community. The way I see it, we are always fighting for the Kingdom of God and in some way I can say PTCEE 

courses help me fight for the Kingdom and build the Kingdom on earth even as we wait for it in heaven. 

 

V: Amen, Brother Mostyn! 

 

M: Yes, Director (laughs). Amen! 

 

 
 

Director Val in conversation with Mostyn in Honiara, then the joy of celebration having run the race.  

 

PTCEE Online!  (Prioritising God-Focussed Study over Facebook Gossip?) 
 

We’re not against social media and internet technology. Far from it. We’d 

just prefer it to be used for admirable and praiseworthy purposes. Wouldn’t 

you? More and more, the Pacific communicates using technology, and not 

just in urban centres. How much time do we spend on mobiles, tablets and 

apps? How many hours on Facebook? Be honest. Is it time well spent? 

Discuss…  PTCEE is now offering its courses online as well as in print form 

and we’d love to hear from you if this option could help you study more 

conveniently and progress - potentially – more quickly.   

 

We can help you get to grips with registering and 

submitting assignments online through the Virtual 

Learning Environment (VLE) that’s called MOODLE. It’s not complicated. Moodle is already being 

used in many Colleges and Universities in Oceania and so PTCEE is delighted to be part of a 

growing, regional family. There’s also a mobile app. Click here to visit PTCEE Online and 

discover more or e-mail Nitesh Raj, the man we’ve cheerfully nicknamed ‘Mr Moodle’, who’s on 

the PTCEE staff now and guiding us through the online developments.  

 

admin@ptceeonline.com    www.ptcee.ptc.ac.fj 

PTCEE 

Accessible 

Achievable 

Affordable 

With God 

all things 

are possible 

Matt 19.26 

http://ptcee.ptc.ac.fj/
mailto:admin@ptceeonline.com
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Multiplying the loaves: more BD courses for Extension Study 

 
‘Explorations in Ecumenism’ written by a member of PTC  Faculty Revd Dr Rayappan Isaac, is the latest BD course 

to be released for Extension Study. Rayappan Isaac Abraham, currently Head of Department and senior lecturer in 

the Department of Church History has served at PTC since January 2015.  He is an ordained minister and served 

eleven years in the Church of South India (CSI), Kanyakumari Diocese. CSI is an ecumenical church formed in 

1947 as the result of the union of churches of the varying traditions: Anglican, Methodist, Congregational, 

Presbyterian, and Reformed. Just before joining PTC, Dr Rayappan served for about six years as a faculty member 

in the History of Christianity department at Tamilnadu Theological Seminary, Madurai, South India. (TTS is an 

ecumenical seminary comprised of CSI and Lutheran traditions), and had the opportunity to teach Ecumenical 

Movement Courses for BD and MTh from my first year of teaching both at TTS and PTC.  

 

If you’d like to know more about the course, click here for a video introduction by the author himself, or go to our 

website  PTCEE Online and click top right for PTCEEs YouTube channel. 

 

Also released is ‘Introduction to the Study of Letters Attributed to St Paul’, 

by global New Testament scholar and Methodist minister Revd Dr Caroline 

Wickens. Dr Caroline has taught courses in Old and New Testament, 

Greek and Hebrew at the United Church of Zambia's Theological College 

and was Senior Lecturer and Head of Biblical Studies at St Paul’s United 

Theological College, Limuru, Kenya. At this large ecumenical college (now 

St Paul’s University), she taught BD courses in New Testament, Greek, 

women’s theologies and a range of courses exploring the interface 

between the Bible and contemporary culture. The course she's offered to 

PTCEE is great addition addressing Paul’s relevance for today’s Pacific. 

 

L: Nisha, Maiarii & Val celebrating another course release 

 

And here’s the one in the middle again, very keen to test out the new online courses : our latest 2018 student. I’ll 

let her introduce herself. 

 
Hello! My name is Maiarii POHUE, I am a young woman from French 

Polynesia, Tahiti, born in Papeete. I have a little sister who’s in Form 6, a 

mother who stays home and looks after everyone, and a dad who is a Phd 

student here at PTC. I am the eldest of the family and I have only one 

sibling. My hobbies are: dancing (especially our traditional dance), singing 

and play volleyball. I am a person who loves helping people, who works 

hard, a person who is open minded, likes to share and care as well. I enjoy 

discussing about my family history, and the tales of French Polynesia with 

my family at home. I like to watch movies with my family and friends, or 

even take a walk at the sea wall whenever I feel like taking a bit of fresh air. Lastly, I am a person who also likes to 

have fun and joke around with my family and friends. 

 

It's a blessing for PTCEE to support you in your 

studies, Maiarii. We know you’re going to do so 

well. 

 

And that’s the Conch Shell news for now. 

Blessings to all PTCEE students across the region.  

You’re always in our prayers and we love to hear 

from you. 

 

Not studying through PTCEE yet? 

Make 2018 your year! 

God Bless you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63dxyGCHHjI
http://ptcee.ptc.ac.fj/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC75GPMwCXQrtB1oKtUWTbGQ
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